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An interaction program entitled " Ratification of Rome Statute and its jurisdiction" was organized by
Human Rights and Democratic Forum (FOHRID) and Task Force to Combat against Impunity on 29 July 2008
in Kathmandu on occasion of the 10th anniversary of the endorsement of Rome Statute of ICC.

Dr. Trilochan Upreti, Secretary, Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs said that despite directive from the then
legislature-parliament passed two years ago, the accession into the Rome Statute could not be prioritized due to
political instability, change in the government, and lack of political consensus. He said that we have to think
about how we can reform and restructure legal mechanism to prepare for the accession into the Rome Statute.
Mr. Madhab Paudel, Secretary, Office of the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers expressed commitments on
behalf of the government to ensure identification of Nepal as a country that protects human rights, promotes
good governance and fulfills
international obligations. Secretary
Paudel added that Nepal should
become state party to the Rome
Statute because it also helps
protection of human rights.

Mr. Yagya Murti Banjade, Attorney
General said that there is lack of
effective victims oriented law in
Nepal. He opined that impunity is
prevalent not only in the serious
incidents but also in the small
incidents that are the concerns of
the public. Mr. Banjade suggested
that the government should
establish one permanent
commission to revise and update
criminal justice system every five years. Dr. Ram Krishna Timilsina, Registrar of the Supreme Court said that two
committees were formed to study the obligations and impacts that come forth after accession into the Rome
Statute but the government has not uncovered these reports till now. Dr. Timilsina stressed the need to train the
lawyers including judges and attorneys on the international criminal judicial system and ICC.

Speaking on the occasion, Advocate Sapana Pradhan Malla, Constituent Assembly Member said that the
perpetrators are enjoying impunity due to protection from the state, non-state actors and political parties. She
expressed her concerns over the criminal activities from organized and unorganized groups that are happening
even during the peace process. She said that we should not wait to establish infrastructure to accede to the
Rome Statute, rather we can take both the things together.



Sapana Pradhan Malla, Constituent Assembly Member unveiled second edition of the "International
instruments developed against impunity"”, a compilation of 20 international instruments including Rome
Statute of ICC, Elements of Crimes and Rules of Procedure =
and Evidence of ICC. FOHRID announced its plan to
disseminate the publication in bulk to the Office of the
Attorney General (450 copies), judiciary (200 copies),
Security Agencies including Nepal Army (80 copies), Nepal
Police (60 copies) and Armed Police Force (60 copies),
National Human Rights Commission (20 copies), Nepal Bar
Association (15 copies) and ESP Nepal (200 copies) for use
by the judges, attorneys, the security officials and other
stakeholders. The remaining copies will be disseminated
among Ministries, human rights community, civil society,
UN agencies, European Union, development agencies,
diplomatic missions, donor communities, INGOs etc. First edition of this publlcatlon was brought out with the
financial assistance from the EIDHR, EU and the second edition is published with the funding from the Enabling
State PRogramme (ESP) Nepal.

Constituent Assembly Members Mr. Nilambar Acharya, Mr. Narahari Acharya, Mr. Lal Babu Pandit and Mr.
Jagadish Narasingha K.C. expressed political commitment to take initiative for ratification of Rome Statute on
the occasion. Other speakers including Mr. Gauri Pradhan, Member, National Human Rights Commission, Mr.
Charan Prasain, Convener, Joint Forum for Human Rights and Advocate Dr. Shankar Kumar Shrestha,
Victimologist demanded government to immediately ratify Rome Statute.

Advocate Rabindra Bhattarai presented discussion paper entitled "Necessity to accede into the Rome Statute of
ICC and the problems ahead". Similarly, Advocate Govinda Sharma Bandi, Coordinator of Year Long Campaign
against Impunity presented another discussion paper entitled "International Criminal Court". The representatives
of government agencies, security agencies, human rights community and civil society actively discussed on the
important issues raised by the papers. The participants demanded the government to transform the political
commitment expressed through the resolution of the reinstated legislature-parliament and other agreements into
reality by acceding to the Rome Statute of the ICC immediately.

Speaking as Chair of the program senior human rights defender and President of FOHRID Nutan Thapaliya
highlighted the benefits Nepal can get after ratification of Rome Statute. Mr. Thapaliya said that accountability
can be strengthened by ratifying the Rome Statute of ICC; hence, the state should take immediate measures in
this regard. Advocate Birendra Thapaliya, Chairperson of FOHRID facilitated the interaction program.

Participation

Almost 80 participants representing various walks of life including Constituent Assembly Members, high level
representatives from the Office of the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers, Ministry for Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs, Supreme Court, Office of teh Attorney General, security agencies including Nepal Army,
Nepal Police and Armed Police Force, lawyers, journalists, human rights activists particpated the program.
Please see Annex 1 for list of participants and Annex 2 for detail program.
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Annex 2 Detail program.
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